STORY BY /
CAPT. PATRICK SCIACCA

PICK A DESTINATION AND THIS 63-FOOT TAIWANESE r
IMPORT WILL BE HAPPY TO TAKE YOU THERE. | £ 5




LOA x Beam: 631" x 160" B
Weight (dry): 73,000 |bs. Draft: 4'10°
Tankage: Fuel 1,000 gal., Water 300 g

Std Power: 2/503-mhp CAT CS ACERTs
Cahins: Master, VIP, and 1guest w/bunks

Base Price: $1,632.500 &




utting pen to paper, I've often found
myself mentioning horizons, the
ones I've seen and the ones [ hope
to. Experiencing endless stretches of
sky and water, fireball sunsets that
melt into the sea, and graylight sun-
rises that seem to appear from the
deepest bluewater depths are a few
of the things that comprise the
moments boaters can never get enough of.

Such smile-inducing thoughts came to me while sitting at
the lower helm of the Taiwanese-built Quter Reef 63.
Immersed in a traditional yacht environment created by stan-
dard satin-finish teak bulkheads, a teak-and-holly sole, and a
beefy watertight pilothouse door that led to 19-inch-wide
side decks, I gazed towards my anywhere destination.
Looking over the helm console, through the full-beam, three-
panel windshield, and beyond the Portuguese bridge, my eyes
wandered towards the Gulf Stream. Another horizon was
calling, and I had the sense thar this vessel would be a willing
and able partner to chase it. However time was short, and
there was work to do. Damn.,

But it was okay, because while enjoying the silence here
underway —in this case 57 dB-A at 1000 rpm—1"d come to
understand this boat’s mission. She’s an explorer.

Being such a vessel means more than just offering the
helmsman moments of near-silent contemplation on the
bridge deck, thanks in part to the Quiet Roll Spray System,
which is said to deflect water away from the hull “more effec-
tively than conventional spray rails.” Underwater exhausts
don’t hurt either. But a yacht geared for such duty needs
more—she has to be built to take on blue water.

To that end, Outer Reef constructed the 63— currently the
smallest in a fleet of motoryachts ranging to 115 feet—witha
traditional hand-laid FRP hull that's solid fiberglass below
the waterline and cored with PVC sandwich above. This
combination helps provide strength while keeping displace-
ment at a moderate 73,000 pounds (dry). By comparison, the
Fleming 65, which is admittedly larger by a few feet, is 15
tons heavier.

Additional hull stiffness is achieved via longitudinal -
stringers and transversals that are cored with closed-cell foam
then fiberglassed. The deckhouse and flying bridge are of
foam-cored fiberglass, too, which helps make them sturdy
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2! Nine cabinets and 12 drawers

provide ample galley storage.

1 | This table expands for dining.

Headroom here is a generous 6°9°.

3 | That bed measures 76°x70".

There's also a walk-in closet.

without adversely affecting weight aloft. Such solid construe-
tion and her salty exterior appearance hinted at the 63’
potential as a bluewater cruiser. Her ride bore that out.

This well-balanced boat lacked any serious roll, both
underway and on the drift. Even when I turned off the stan-
dard six-foot Trac fin stabilizers, the 63 offered only a minor
gentle rocking in the short two-foot chop outside Fort Laud-
erdale’s Port Everglades inlet. With them on, roll was soft and
still barely noticeable. What movement was there would
more likely induce a relaxing nap than cause a case of mal de
mar. (I later observed that all the drawers and doors were still
closed when we arrived back at the dock, except one that was

Our 63 had two Northern lights
gensets; the second one is optional.

determined to have a weak magnetie catch. And all the
pillows were on their respective berths.) Furthermore, Outer
Reef’s commissioning captain Walter McCuistom told me
that there has been talk of equipping future 63s with an anti-
roll gyro, which could further reduce roll motion while either
underway or on the hook.

Whether your 63 is equipped with fins or a gyro, you’ll be
comfortable for a long time because this boat was meant to
travel. For the feet-up, toe-driving, steady-as-she-goes
crowd, her range can stretch to 3,150 statute miles at 9.1 mph
(based a full 1,000-gallon tank with 90-percent usage). If
you're more of a weekend, head-to-Bimini cruiser, you're
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probably more interested in the fact that our 63 hita top
average speed of 18.7 mph, which admittedly reduces statute-
mile range to 343,

While taking those performance readings, I also noted that
the 63 planed at around 1750 rpm and 13.8 mph and that she
didn't have the kind of dramatic bow rise an express cruiser
or convertible might have. Instead she rose gently toa
maximum trim angle of just 2.5 degrees. This flat running

angle can be attributed partly to an increase in transom dead-

rise of three degrees as compared to previous Outer Reef
maodels. The 63 fairly flat running attitude is also helped by
the boat’s lower-cockpit extension, which adds waterline

BELOW LEFT:

length and lift, preventing the stern from squatting when she's
coming out of the hole.

Because bow rise is minimal, sightlines from both the lower
and the flying-bridge helms remain good during planing,
During docking, the lower helm provides a view back
through the galley ever your right shoulder to the upper
cockpit. However, you're still unable to see the four rod
holder-equipped lower cockpit from here.

The flying-bridge helm also has a restricted view aft due to
the large cockpit overhang, which is home to the optional
Mouvarania tender ($26,645) and 1,000-pound davit. But
there is a plug-in here (plus on the foredeck and cockpit) for

with the Glendinning remote. BELOW RIGHT:
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the also-optional ($6,020) Glendinning cable remote that
operates both the engines and hydraulic bow and stern
thrusters. I got to see the gadget in action as Capt.
McCuistom displayed a surgeon’s touch while dealing with
wicked wind and current during a side-to move. The remote
provides the best ability to see all angles during docking situa-
tions, and therefore I'd say it’s a must-have.

Wherever you choose to dock for a night, weekend, or

longer, you can rest assured that Ourter Reef put plenty of

thought into the 63's interior spaces. The centerpiece is the
full-beam master with kin e berth. On our boat this area
felt even bigger than it was thanks to soft light diffused by
optional shoji screens above the headboard. A two-foot-wide
entryway makes for easy room access, while pocket doors to
the en suite head preserve precious square footage. A true
walk-in closet ensures long-range travelers will have plenty of
places to hang their blazers and dresses.

Although I'd determined that the helm area was quiet, I
wasn’t sure this would be the case in the master as it’s just
forward of the engine room and its standard 503-mhp Cater-
pillar Acert diesels. But even at midrange and top-end rpm, |
barely noticed a rumble here. The quiet is partly the result of
two heavily insulated, solidly locking doars leading from the
ER to the master, which have a couple of feet of space

between them. Guests in the bunks room forward to port and
in the forepeak VIP should enjoy an even quieter rest, unless
they’re watching a late-night movie on the optional 15-inch
Sharp LCD TVs.

One negative I noticed about the below-decks area is that
you have to negotiate a five-inch lip to access the day head
from the companionway. You'll also need to watch your step
making your way to the flying bridge from the cockpit: The
ladder is straight up and down. Boaters whose knees aren’t
what they used to be will find it easier to access the inside
stairway near the lower helm, which offers a gradual incline,
To reach it, you’ll pass through a traditional-looking teak-
drenched saloon where two brown leather chairs across from
a port-side settee offer a great place to sit back and read a
book when you’re on the hook or, if the game’s on, watch the
optional 37-inch Sharp Aquos TV,

If I were going to watch anything on that TV, it would prob-
ably be my video footage of the last trip I took onboard the 63.
After all, once you've had a chance to chase some horizons, the
next best thing is reliving the memory. ..until next time. PMY

_ Outer Reef Yachts (954) 767-8305.

www. powerandmotoryacht.com /outer-reef /
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_BY THE NUMBERS

rpm mph [knots) SIm range

2/503:mihp Caterpiler CY ACEAT diesal inboards , ZF2.423:1, 32127 four-blade Faster Propulsion

temperature: 72°F; humidity: T0%; wind: 10-15 mph; seas: 1'- 2'; load: 500 gal. fuel, 100 gal. water, 4 people, 200 lbs. gear.
Speeds are two-way averages measured w/ Stalker radar gun, BPH measured with Caterpillar electronic fuel-monitoring system. Range: 0% of advertised fuel
capacity. Decibels measured on A scale. 65 dB is the level of normal conversation.
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THE VITALS
STANDARD EQUIPMENT:

OPTIONAL POWER:

OPTIONAL EQUIPMENT ON
TEST BOAT:

PRICE AS TESTED:




